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the authority of right and truth is apt to grow
faint, in exact proportion to the remoteness of
their vouchers. For men of this feeble stamp,
everything must be new and near. To them old
edicts are of doubtful force; to them ancient tra-
ditions are out of date. Indeed, for every one
save the highly trained, to whom Euclid is the
same as De Morgan, laws have a tendency to
become obsolete. A church that takes a particular
year as its point of departure, and stands to it for
ever, must always reckon on coming into conflict
with this weakness of the human heart. To say
that a thing is a long way off, that it happened
a long time ago, is to express a kind of moral
despair. Men wish to get nearer to the sources; if
the grace could be given to them, they would like to
see God face to face. Moses cannot speak for them;
Sinai is but a name. They never felt the waves of
Galilee stilled beneath them. They were not stand-
ing in the Gentile court when the Temple vail was
rent in twain.

To men of this class, clamorous for a sign,
Jerusalem answered by a succession of prophets,
who brought the Jewish heaven down to earth,
and served it to the people with their daily
bread; Eome answers now, as she answered of